August 1960 


2000 K STREET N.W. . WASHINGTON 6,0.C. 


RECORDS BROKEN AT N.Y. MEETING 


From a variety of viewpoints, the Society's Sixty-first Annual Meeting at New York's Waldorf was a record 
breaker. Preliminary count put the paid registrations at well over 300 with total attendance of more than 500, 
easily a record. Exhibit booths of over 45 suppliers were attractive, well staffed, and full of good informa- 
tion. Seventy-nine advertising firms helped transform the printed program into a usable reference manual. 


Those who missed any in the stellar sequence of speakers are distinctly the losers. While many of the 
messages will eventually be published in Landscape Architecture and elsewhere, there is no way to duplicate the 
face-to-face delivery, the projected illustrations and the lively discussions, both on and off the floor. 

The tours, first of Manhattan, featuring the Seagram Building, the Lever House, the controversial Guggenheim 
Museum and the mellow Cloisters; next to Long Island's spreading estates; finally to Sterling Forest and Bear 
Mt. Harriman State Park, gave the visitor as comprehensive a view of the New York scene as could be imagined. 





The social events at the Waldorf and at the Architectural League of New York, were perhaps not important 
in the same sense as the more formal portions of the program. But they had great value as spacers, to clear the 
mind and refresh the eye amid the globs of information. More importantly, they served as "get acquainted" per- 
iods, not only among the members themselves, but also with the guests from other professions and walks of life. 


To the speakers and panelists, the exhibitors and avertisers, and to those who just came, listened and 
asked questions, the heartfelt thanks of the Society. But especial gratitude and praise to the hard working, 
skilful New York Committee under Wolcott Andrews, FASLA, who put on the meeting after so many months of relent- 
less effort. Wish we had room to name them all. Bill insists they deserve all the kudos, because they did all 
the work, leaving nothing for him to do! But after all, wouldn't you expect such a comment from a good execu- 
tive? 


Hot session in Washington ahead 


After the nominating conventions are over, Congress is expected to return to indulge in the biggest 
spending spree in peacetime history. At least that is what some Washington observers are saying. Several meas- 
ures of interest to landscape architects may get lost in the scuffle. Of those discussed at the New York Meet- 
ing, the following two are perhaps the most significant: 


Land Development Insurance. This portion of the much-modified Housing Act of 1960 (HR 12603 - Rains) 
would set up machinery to authorize FHA to insure loans for the development of raw land in much the same man- 
ner that it now does for homes and apartments. This would be a radical departure, might lead to land specula- 
tion and other problems if not carefully controlled, but could make much sense in the use of land around 
metropolitan areas otherwise. Both HHFA Administrator Norman P. Mason and FHA Commissioner Julian Zimmerman 
are concerned about the problems involved in setting up and administering such controls. As currently revised 
by the House Committee on Banking and Currency, only a one-year trial run is called for, with the spelling 
out of controls and regulations left up to the FHA. The previous amortization period of five years has been 
reduced to three, obviously to discourage land speculation. 





Forum editor, stresses a point Oliver A. Deakin, Robert Zion, Richard C. Guthridge, Wolcott E. Andrews see some 
Michael M. Harris (of Harrison & Abramovitz), humor in the situation. 
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Voluntary Pensions for the self-employed. This bill (HR 10 - Keogh), much modified from its original 
version, would permit self-employed persons to set aside a portion of their annual earnings for retirement 
purposes, which would then be income tax deductible. After retirement, pension payments would be taxable, but 
presumably in a lower bracket and at a lower rate. Proponents of the bill, notable Senator Smathers (D-Fla) 
argue that it would tend to equalize the present situation which gives comparable privileges to corporate and 
other employees, discriminates against small businessmen and professionals. The chances of passage this session 
however, seem quite remote. A stubborn opposition led by Senators Douglas (D-I11), Long (D-La) and Gore (D-Tenn) 
insist that the measure is discriminatory the other way around. Also outspoken against the measure are Sena- 
tors McCarthy (D-Minn), Young (D-Ohio) and Morse (D-Ore). 





ASLA headquarters to Washington 


In early June the Committee on Professional Service under chairman Eugene Martini submitted to the 
officers and trustees of the Society a detailed plan for the moving of ASLA's national headquarters from 
Boston to Washington D.C. In discussing the matter at the New York meeting, the trustees examined the many 
phases of the operation to make sure that the timing was right and that the transfer could in fact be made 
without dropping the ball somewhere along the line. Final result was the decision to approve the plan, as 
thereafter announced at the Meeting and in the Bulletin, effective September first. 





Progress to date: After investigation of more than 35 possible sites, office space has now been secured 
at 2000 K Street N.W., Washington 6. The building is modern, located somewhat out of the downtown high-rent 
district but easily accessible, contains a restaurant, garage and excellent facilities for trustee and similar 
meetings. The office has an area of just under 1000 sq. ft., plus additional storage space in the "lower Lobby" 
(Washingtonese for basement). The reception room will be named for Beatrix Farrand, co-Founder of the Society, 
whose generous bequest is being utilized to furnish the office. A staff of four is contemplated, to carry on 
the administrative duties while continuing the functions of liaison and representation originally envisioned 
in the establishment of the Washington Field Headquarters last January. 


Mrs. Maurine L. Morris, Administrative Assistant (whom many of you met in New York) has been in Boston 
since July thirteenth learning the many intricacies from Honorary Member Virginia (Mrs. Edwin D.) Lundquist. 
She will return (probably with a certain amount of trepidation) to take up her many duties by September first. 
Mrs. Alice J. Hutchins, Bookkeeper-typist, came to work in the Washington office on July nineteenth, is rap- 
idly learning the ropes of the Washington Development Fund, plus assorted other duties. Executive Director 
(after Sept lst) Lynn Harriss is in search of the fourth member of the team who is to take over many publica- 
tion and administrative functions, with the title of Assistant Executive Director. 


Landscape Architecture Quarterly will continue to be published as at present under the auspices and direc- 
tion of the Publication Board with Grady Clay (344 So. Peterson Ave., Louisville 6, Ky.) as Executive Editor. 
For the time being, the Washington headquarters will assume no responsibility in its connection. However, it 
is planned to phase in the advertising and circulation functions by the first of the year. 





more competitions coming up 


Mobile Homes Research Foundation expects to announce very shortly two competitions, one professional and 
one student, for the design of a mobile homes park. An actual site is planned for the professional contest, 
which the owner intends to develop, may employ the winner. Program and details are being prepared in accordance 
with ASLA policy, with John L. Bloom, ASLA, of Chicago having been selected as Professional Advisor. Landscape 
architects will be elegible to compete, as well as associations including a landscape architect. In states 
requiring professional licensure, the landscape architect must be registered. Further details will appear soon. 





City of Seattle announces an international competition for the design of a fountain to be built for its 





"Century 21" Exposition in 1962, afterwards becoming an integral part of the civic center. Entries are being 
invited from all architects, designers, landscape architects and sculptors, world-wide, who may register 
by 16 September 1960. Five winners of the first stage will receive $2,000. each. Winner of the second stage, 
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selected by a jury consisting of an architect, a sculptor and a designer, will be awarded a contract with the 


City of Seattle to complete and supervise the ($250,000.est) fountain, receiving ten percent of the cost. 
Second stage team must include a registered architect. In its present form, the competition has not received 
official ASLA approval, although revisions which would render it acceptable have been proposed. It is announced 
simply as a matter of general interest, without comment. Information, rules and regulations, and registration 
application may be obtained by writing: Professional Advisor, Seattle Civic Center Foundation Competition, 
Civic Auditorium, Third Avenue and Mercer Street, Seattle 9, Washington, U.S.A. 


how are your books? 


Do you have accurate records of unit and job costs? Are you sure that you are neither underpaying or 
overpaying (horrors!) taxes to the Internal Revenue Service? You may be allergic to bookkeeping, as so 
many landscape architects seem to be. Well, so it is a necessary evil. If it's necessary doesn't it make 


sense to do it as easily and expeditiously as possible? 


Seriously, a standardized System has been worked out to do just that. It has been developed over a per- 
iod of years and with considerable effort and expense by our friends the architects. The bugs have been 
worked out of it. It is entirely applicable to the landscape architectural office. Matter of fact, some 


smart ASLA'ers are already using it. 


In response to our inquiry, Edmund Purves, AIA's Executive Director told us that he would he very happy 
to supply our members with the System, and at the same rates that AIA members pay for it. This would apply 
not only to the initial setup, but also to supplies from time to time. We now have on hand catalogues of 
AIA publications (which include the Standardized Accounting System) and order blanks, available to the ASLA 
membership on request. We sincerely recommend that you see for yourself how good this system is by look- 
ing at one in the office of an architect friend. Or get an order blank from us and order the Accounting Sys- 
tem Instructions, which is a book costing $5.00 which gives the entire picture, including illustrative exam- 
ples on sample sheets. Price of the complete System runs from $22.50 to $47.00, depending on how complex a 


system you need. We don't know of a better buy. 


One final word: if yours is a strictly one-man office, you may prefer to have someone else keep the 
books for you. Under such circumstances, some have been pleased with the Simplified Tax and Business Service 
which has branches in most major cities. Understandably, this wouod provide far less usable information 


(like job costs, for example) than the AIA System. 


hither and yon 


A Research Fellowship in City Planning has 
been established by Harland Bartholomew and Assoc- 
iates. The grants will provide for graduate study 
at the University of Pennsylvania and a summer of 
research work in the headquarters office at St. Louis. 








Word comes from R.W.Law of Minneapolis, to wit: 
"As you may know, Minnesota was the first state to 
register Landscape Architects, under the State Board 
of Registration for Architects, Engineers and Land 
Surveyors...However about 1940 the Board adopted 
a policy of eliminating the Landscape Architect from 
the official list. Just a few older non are regis- 
tered as a continuing privilege." MORAL: after obtain- 
ing state registration, don't stop there. See to it 
that an active, hard-hitting organization exists 
at state level or is formed promptly in order to 
defend it...It is encouraging to note that Minnesota 
is planning a counterattack! 


Wilbur Simondson, head landscape architect of 
the U.S.Bureau of Public Roads sends news of a new 
position of Landscape Engineer in Alabama, primar- 
ily for employment with the State Highway Depart- 
ment, carrying a monthly salary of $600. - 725. 
Obtain application blanks from State Highway Depart- 
ment Personnel Officer, Montgomery 4, Alabama. 
Prompt action is indicated for any who may be inter- 
ested. 








Charles DeDeurwaerder of the landscape department 





staff at Wisconsin is spending the summer touring 
the country shooting a movie on "An Introduction 
to Landscape Architecture in the U.S." The film 
will be 16 mm., color and sound, is expected to 
run about 28 minutes. 


Arthur Barton reports a landscape architec- 
tural exhibition at the Los Angeles State and Coun- 
ty Arboretum June 18-26. Featured in connection 
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BOSTON 





Landscape architectural 
Exhibition and Allied 
Works. Los Angeles State 
and County Arboretum. 
Richard Fish photographs 


with the exhibit were works of seven well-known 
sculptors. Edward Huntsman-Trout and Garrett Eckbo 
presented slide lectures. A preview of the exhibi- 
tion was held on 17 July, complete with refreshments. 
The exhibition was sponsored by the Southern Calif- 
ornia Chapter, ASLA. 





Raymond Page, new Fellow of the Society, writes 
of another activity of the So. Calif. Chapter: a 
printed Roster, replete with tasteful advertising. 
Nets the chapter about $700. per year! Other chapters 
please note! 


The firm of Harland Bartholomew and Associates 
has been engaged by the United States International 
Cooperation Administration to prepare a master plan 
for the recently devastated city of Agadir, 
Morocco. The Government of Morocco had requested 
the Administration to provide assistance in estab- 
lishing a city plan for the rehabilitation and re- 
construction of Agadir. The city, on the south 
coast of Morocco, was devastated by an earthquake 
in' February 1960 with an estimated loss of 12,000 
lives and 15,000 survivors homeless. The plan which 
will require six months for completion will deter- 
mine how and where the new City of Agadir will be 
built. The firm will establish a field office in 
Morocco during the project. 





Eldridge Lovelace, FASLA, of the Bartholomew 
St. Louis office, has been appointed to the recently 
re-activated Committee on Urban Renewal of the Amer- 
ican Society of Civil Engineers. In this capacity 
he will represent both the American Society of Land- 
scape Architects and the American Planning and 
Civic Association. 





Landscape Architecture Quarterly can be useful 
as a public-relations medium, it was pointed out by 
Executive Editor Grady Ciay. Having received an 
issue from Clay, (it was the Winter issue about 
hillsides, notably those in the Pittsburgh area) 
Rea] Estate Editor David Bollinger of the Pittsburgh 
Press immediately set about to get more detailed 
material. In doing so, he visited the office of 
Griswold, Winters and Swain, soon had enough mater- 
ial for a feature spread, amply illustrated and 
bringing forcefully the profession before the eyes 
of the public. 








Eugene Martini suggests similar use for the 
recent booklet More Attractive Communities for Cal- 
ifornia. While the locale is western, the principles 
are universal, and would add much to the background 
and education of such people as clients! Amply il- 
lustrated and documented, the 72-page booklet may 
be obtained from the publishers, California Roadside 








Council, Inc., 12 Garces Drive, San Francisco, Calif. 
Price indicated is $1.00 per copy, postpaid. 


Eunice L. Brandt of Salem, Ore. recently presen- 
ted, as an ASLA member, a proposal for the establish- 
ment of a Conservation Council for the protection 
of Oregon's scenic resources. The presentation was 
made before the Oregon Legislative Interim Commit- 
tee on Natural Resources. The Council, as outlined, 
would include representatives from planners' and 
users' groups, as well as from official agencies 
and various research bodies. 





Conrad L. Wirth, FASLA, Director of the Nation- 
al Park Service, recently made an appeal before the 
Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
recommending the establishment of a 53,000-acre 
Point Reyes National Seashore. Only 24 miles north 
of San Francisco, the area is as yet relatively un- 
spoiled, rich in scenic beauty and wildlife, both 
plant and animal. 





Washington Development Fund needs your support 
(financial, that is) now more than ever before. 
While the committee suggested by Campbell Miller 
at the New York meeting is considering ways and 
means for the long pull after 1963-64, the situa- 
tion at present can only be met if all the members 
follow the example of the 20% who have pledged to 
date. 

It was brought out at the meeting that if all 
who have not yet pledged would do so to the extent 
of 10¢ per day for three years, we would be in good 
financial shape during this critical period in the 
Society's history...Think it over. 








The Better Highways Information Foundation is 

a recently-organized non-profit corporation with 
headquarters in Washington, dedicated to letting the 
public know how to get better highways. Several org- 
anizations interested in various aspects of highways, 
notably American Road Builders Association, were in- 
itiators of the group. Recently appointed to the 

board of directors; Lynn Harriss, ASLA field secretary. 





WHAT'S IN A NAME? This modest publication, re- 
placing the "Washington Report" wiil, time and funds 
(see above) permitting, be published monthly from 
now on. We hope to get our thoughts and assorted 
scraps of news together by each 15th, get in your 
mailbox by the first. The name, Landscape Architec- 
tural News Digest (D.C. abbreviation:LAND), was sug- 








gested by Kentucky-Ohio Trustee Campbell Miller. Any- 
one having a better idea, just send it in. Current 
masthead just thrown together with some old USGS topo, 
letters and scotch tape, can easily be changed. (Don't 
expect a reply). Anyway, with no further, better 
ideas, it's LAND-ho! with thanks to Camp. 








